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SURVEY RESULTS

In the fall of 2022, The Art of Education University conducted its 

6th annual and world’s largest survey of active K–12 art teachers in 

the United States. More than 1,000 art teachers from all 50 states 

completed the survey, providing a rare and eye-opening glimpse 

into the current state of teaching K–12 art in the 21st century.

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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What grades do you currently teach?
Question allowed for multiple selections.

Pre-K 15%

4th 50%

Kindergarten 47%

5th 50%

1st 49%

6th 36%

2nd 49%

7th 33%

9th 32%

3rd 50%

8th 32%

10th 33%

11th 33%

12th 33%

Higher Ed 2%

4

What best describes the status of your 
current teaching position?

Full-time
92%

Substitute
1%

Part-time

Retired

7%

1%

6

2

Which of the following best describes 
your school location?

Urban
24%

Other
2%

Suburban
49%

Rural
25%

1

In what state or U.S. territory do you currently teach?

0-15 46-60 61-7516-30 76-10031-45

Other 4%

Montessori 0%

Online 0%

Private 6%

Which of the following best describes your school type?

Traditional Public 79%

Magnet 2%

Charter 4%

Religious 3%

Language Immersion 1%

Reggio Emilia 0%

Parochial 1%

Waldorf 0%

3

Which of the following best describes your teaching 
model for this school year?

1%

98%Traditional in-person  

Hybrid
(teaching remotely and in-person)

Other

Online

1%

0%

5

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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What is your annual supply budget?

11

How many art teachers work in your building?

12

On average, how much prep time 
do you have each day?

10

On average, how long are your class periods?

9

How many total students do you teach
each school year?

7

What is your average class size?

8

41–50 
minutes
46%

30-40 
minutes
19%

51-60 
minutes
20%

60+ 
minutes
14%

Less than 30 
minutes
14% 45-60 

minutes
38%

30-45 
minutes
31%

60-90 
minutes
22%

Less than 
30 minutes
7%

More than 
90 minutes
3%

19%

12%

11%

5%6%
2%

8%

9%

7%

9%
6%

3%
2%

Less than $300

$300–499

$500–799

$800–999

$1000–1499

$1500–1999

$2000–2499

$2500–2999

$3000–3499

$3500–3999

$4000–4499

$4500–4999

$5000+

More 
than 4 4%

4 3%

3 7%

2 20%

Just me 65%

30 or more 10%

27-29 16%

24-26 25%

21-23 26%

20 or less 23%

25%14%

16%

14%

11%
7%

4%

6%

2%

1%

1%

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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What standards do you follow?

18

How many art teachers work in your district?

13

15

Which best describes your teaching setup this 
school year?

16

Do you fundraise to supplement your budget?

Question allowed for multiple selections.

14

7%School auction or silent auction

Selling student artwork at a school event

School PTA fundraising programs

10%

Art Shows
 (Artome or other)

10%

Art Keepsakes 
 (Artsonia, Square 1, Art to Remember, etc.)

Course Fees

GoFundMe

42%

4%

11%

Crowdfunding 
 (DonorsChoose, GoFundMe, etc.)

18%

Donations 37%

Other 12%

Grants 31%

14%

How often do you collaborate on cross-curricular or arts 
integration lessons or units with classroom teachers?

17

3-14
47%

15+
38%

1-2
15%

Yes
34%

No
41%

I don’t have 
time or am 
able to get
by without 
doing it.

No, fundraising is 
not allowed in my
school/district.

Not yet, but I plan 
to in the future.

15%

10%

If you fundraise, what type of fundraisers do 
you generally do?

83%

8%

2%

3% 4%

I have my own classroom.

I share a classroom(s).

I am ‘art on a cart.’

I teach in a classroom and 
also do ‘art on a cart.’

Other

1–3 times 
per year 
52%

Never 
34%

4–10 times  
per year
10%

10+ times  
per year
4%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

State Art Standards

National Core Arts 
Standards

School or district 
standards or 
benchmarks

Other

30%

55%

8%

7%

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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How much say do you have in the 
development of your curriculum?

24

Collage/Assemblage

Digital Art

Photography

Sculpture

Other

Ceramics

Which mediums are you most comfortable teaching?

Printmaking

Fibers

Painting

Drawing

Question allowed for multiple selections.

20

Which mediums would you like to learn 
more about in the upcoming year?

Question allowed for multiple selections.

21

23

Arts Integration

STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Art, & Math)

Which teaching approaches do you incorporate into 
your teaching practice?

Studio Habits of Mind

Cross-Curricular Planning

Teaching for Artistic 
Behavior

Discipline-Based Art 
Education

Choice-Based Art 
Education

Problem-Based Learning

Visual Literacy

Design Thinking

Question allowed for multiple selections.

22

19

On a scale of 1-10, how much choice do you provide 
students in your classroom when it comes to choosing 

art materials and subject matter?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

2%
3%

9%

10%

19%

12%

21%

16%

3%
5%

55%

77%

23%

91%

41%

89%

65%

27%

54%

6%

Collage/Assemblage

Digital Art

Printmaking

Sculpture

Other

Ceramics

Photography

Fibers

Painting

Drawing

41%

24%

58%

17%

50%

19%

32%

42%

43%

6% Other 3%

38%

42%

50%

27%

32%

38%

37%

32%

50%

40%

What topics do you want to learn more about (or your 
district is focusing on) in the upcoming year?

Question allowed for multiple selections.

21st-century skills, STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 

and Math)

PBL (Project-Based Learning)

Student-centered learning

Design thinking

Social-emotional learning

Growth mindset

Cultural responsiveness

Inclusion

Whole childinstruction

Equity in education

Other 3%

25%

54%

41%

33%

22%

43%

28%

37%

44%

35%

I have full 
control over 
what I teach.
71%

I follow a general 
framework but 
have some 
freedom in lesson 
planning.
27%

I follow a  
pre-determined 
curriculum. 
1%

Other 
2%

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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27 28

29 30

26

What curriculum resources do you reference  
in your art room?

Question allowed for multiple selections.

25

Textbooks 16%

Monthly magazine subscriptions 17%

Other online curriculum subscriptions 17%

Blogs and websites created by 
individual teachers

63%

FLEX Curriculum

55%

District-provided resources 17%

PRO Learning

34%

Social media platforms

30%

Resources I created on my own 82%

Other 2%

Online marketplaces 22%

Does your district provide funding for purchasing 
art curriculum?

No, there is no funding 
for any art curriculum.

No, we develop our own 
art curriculum at the 
district level.

Yes, but when and how 
we purchase curriculum 
is sporadic.

Yes, we follow a 
curriculum review cycle.

I’m not sure

Other

33%

29%

15%

12%

2%

6%

Did your district utilize any federal funding to procure 
materials, equipment, professional development, or 

curriculum for your visual arts program?

I’m not sure

No

Yes, but am 
uncertain about the 
specific funding 
source

Yes, we used ESSER 
funds

Yes, we used Title 
funds

Yes, we used ESSER 
and Title funds

Other

52%

29%

11%
4%

3%

2%

2%

What types of technology do you use  
with your students?

Question allowed for multiple selections.

iPads or other tablets 34%

Desktop Computers 11%

Digital Cameras 16%

Chromebooks 56%

3D Printers

43%

Document Cameras 47%

Augmented reality

6%

Digital whiteboard or Smart TV

1%

None 7%

Other 3%

Laptops 19%

How do you assess and report student learning?
Question allowed for multiple selections.

Traditional letter  
(or number) grades

63%

Standards-based grades 34%

Participation grades 33%

No grading

9%

Other

6%

Pass/Fail

1%

Competency-based grades 15%

What kind of assessments do you use?
Question allowed for multiple selections.

Rubrics 76%

Tests/quizzes 28%

Peer critiques 44%

Projects/Artwork

23%

Writing samples

92%

Presentations

21%

Reflections 64%

Other 1%

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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32

33 34

35

31

How many years have you been teaching/did you teach?

More than  
20 years
23%

6-10 
years
25%

11-15 
years
18%

1-5 
years
16%

16-20 
years
15%

This is my 
first year 
teaching
3%

What is your undergraduate degree?

Other

Teaching 
Certificate
2%

5%

BA
41%

BS
23%

BFA
29%

How would you currently rate the professional 
development (PD) provided by your district?

Needs 
improvement
52%

Satisfactory
30%

Other

My district does 
not offer PD 
opportunities
3%

6%

Excellent
8%

In what area do you feel there is the least amount of 
support from your district for the art program?

When I do receive 
professional learning 
from my district, it 
is personalized and 

relevant.

My district provides 
me the professional 
learning resources I 
need to do my job.

Having classroom-
ready resources 

available on-demand 
would allow me to be 

a better teacher.

Strongly 
agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly 
disagree

Do you have an advanced degree?

Yes 
MA

27%

MEd

17%

MFA or 
Other

7%

MS

5%

Yes 
Doctorate

1%

No

44%

5%

18%

27%

31%

19%

6%

25%

31%

26%

12%

39% 39%

17%

6%
2%

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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What are your biggest challenges as an art teacher?

38

Question allowed for multiple selections.

Behavior Management 57%

Supply management 33%

Grading and assessment 33%

Parent communication

27%

Lack of respect for the art program

19%

Curriculum planning

44%

Technology 20%

Lack of time 60%

Lack of funding/budget 31%

Other 4%

If you had the chance to take a professional 
development course, which of the following would be 

most interesting to you?

36

35%

32%

42%

42%

38%

22%

42%

27%

38%

30%

32%

38%

35%

24%

10%

27%

42%

21%

18%

32%

35%

37%

29%

39%

41%

22%

32%

Other

Cultural Responsiveness

Color Theory

Social-Emotional Learning

De-escalation Strategies

Trauma-Informed Teaching

Teacher Leadership

Visual Culture

STEAM and Makerspaces

Literacy and Art

Music, Movement, and Art

Museum Collaborations

Special Education Inclusion

Gifted and Talented Artists

AP Studio Art

IB Visual Arts

Using Google Classroom 
in the Art Room

Digital Art/Digital Illustration

Fashion Design

Interior Design

Jewelry Making

Bookmaking

Cartoon/Animation/Manga

Installation Art

Presenting Student Artwork

Responding to Student Artwork

ELL Strategies

Art Integration

1%

What professional development formats do you prefer?

37

Question allowed for multiple selections.

45%

18%

23%

39%

36%

73%

26%

12%

4%

33%

73%

42%

61%

61%

20%

12%

22%

21%

Articles

Audiobooks

Books

Podcasts

Long-form videos (10 mins+)

Short-form videos (3-10 mins)

Micro videos (< 3 mins)

Instagram Live

TikTok

Webinars

Hands-on workshops

Virtual conferences

In-person conferences

Art teacher communities 
(PLCs, social media, etc.)

Mentor/mentee programs

Formal degree programs

Graduate courses

Certificate programs or 
microcredentials

1%Other

39

 In what area do you feel there is the least amount of 
support from your district for the art program?

Question allowed for multiple selections.

Art education-relevant 
professional development

62%

Behavior management 30%

Curriculum 
development

25%

Other

41%

6%

Time

Funding for 
materials

28%

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements:

I feel supported by my
administration.

I feel supported by parents
and the community.

I feel supported by the AOEU
community

Strongly 
agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly 
disagree

40

I feel supported by my
building colleagues.

What is your greatest joy as an art teacher?

42

37%

Watching students grow in 
their creative ability.

Building relationships and 
connecting with students.

Sharing my passion and 
love for art.

Helping students reach 
their potential.

Introducing new materials 
and techniques to students.

All of the above.

Other

4%

12%
9%

10%

30%

How often, if ever, do you experience burnout (being 
overwhelmed by the amount of work and responsibilities 

that are expected)?

41

8% 12%

21%

34%

18%

Daily

At least once a week

At least once a month

Three to four times a year

Once or twice a year

Hardly at all

Never

Other
5%

1%

2%

24%

38%

22%

13%

5%

23%

38%

35%

3%
1%

12%

41%
37%

9%

1%

22%

46%

23%

7%
2%

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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1.  Art programs are growing!

Give yourself a huge pat on the back because this is fabulous 

news! The number of full-time art teachers went up from 88% 

last year to 92% this year. Additionally, 3% more art teachers 

have their own classroom. The days of part-time art teachers 

on a cart are slowly disappearing. The bigger the art programs, 

the more students are impacted by the visual arts.

3.  Choice-based teaching and the Studio Habits of Mind are popular teaching approaches.

2.  But there is still work to do.

As with anything, there is always room for growth! 

Fortunately, growth is a key part of the artistic process. 65% 

of art teachers are still the only art teacher in their building. 

While AOEU has a great online community, it’s not uncommon 

for art teachers to feel lonely. Let’s grow support for the field 

of art education so more students can have access to more 

art classes.

Pretty much tied for first place as the most preferred 

teaching approaches are choice-based teaching and 

the Studio Habits of Mind. A bonus is that both of 

these approaches work well hand in hand!

Choice-based teaching and art are as simple as 

adding choices to your art classroom. Choice exists 

on a continuum, so there is no one way to implement 

choice. Choice allows students to have a say in their 

learning and work, thereby increasing buy-in and 

ownership. For more on choice, explore tips for 

elementary and secondary art rooms, or enroll in 

Choice-Based Art Education.

The Studio Habits of Mind is a framework to help 

support the creative process and get students to 

think like artists. The eight habits, Develop Craft, 

Engage & Persist, Envision, Express, Observe, Reflect, 

Stretch & Explore, and Understand Art Worlds, are 

crucial skills that transcend the art room.

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
https://theartofeducation.edu/magazine/methods-approaches/tab/
https://theartofeducation.edu/magazine/methods-approaches/studio-habits-of-mind/
https://theartofeducation.edu/products/course/choice-based-art-education/
https://theartofeducation.edu/magazine/methods-approaches/studio-habits-of-mind/
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6.  Social media and technology are a growing presence 

in curriculums and studios.

More than half (55%) of art teachers use social media 

platforms as a curriculum resource, and the most used 

type of student technology is the laptop. Bringing the 

internet and similar technology into the studio can benefit 

learning. It can provide a glimpse into artists’ lives and 

studios around the world and throughout time. However, 

it can also take away from learning by affecting critical 

thinking and social skills.

5.  Most art teachers grade on a traditional letter or 

number system.

More than half (63%) of art teachers operate on a 

traditional letter or number grading system. Art teachers 

rely primarily on art projects, rubrics, and reflections to 

inform learning. While systems are great, learning cannot 

always be so easily quantified. Also worth noting is that 

grading and assessment are two different things, and 

sometimes they don’t align as smoothly as we’d like.

4.  Art teachers are growing more confident with 3D art 
mediums.

Last year, 90% of art teachers said they were the most 

comfortable with two-dimensional mediums, such as painting 

and drawing, and they craved content about three-dimensional 

mediums, such as fibers. We heard your feedback and created 

more fibers content in 2022. We saw over 2,000 art teachers 

watched fibers-related PRO Packs, and over 100 art teachers 

completed the Studio: Fibers course. 

And what do art teachers want to learn more about this year? 

The survey says art teachers want even more content on 

ceramics, digital art, and fibers.

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
https://theartofeducation.edu/products/course/studio-fibers/
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8.  Building relationships with students is what 

keeps art teachers going.

As cheesy as it sounds, it’s true—students keep 

art teachers going! After a few years of pandemic 

virtual teaching and learning, everyone craves 

face-to-face interaction. Goodbye to the days 

of black rectangles on a Zoom screen for high 

school teachers and herding cats for elementary 

teachers. Teachers missed building relationships 

with students in person, and now it’s everyone’s 

favorite thing!

7.  District-level professional development 

leaves art teachers wanting more.

This one comes as no big surprise! Over half 

(52%) of art teachers say their district’s PD 

needs improvement because it’s not relevant 

or personalized. Fortunately, AOEU can 

provide relevant and personalized professional 

development. PRO Learning comes to the rescue 

by meeting 72% of art teachers’ preferences for 

short-form (3–10 minute) videos!

http://www.theartofeducation.edu

