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SURVEY RESULTS

In the fall of 2021, The Art of Education University conducted its 

5th annual and world’s largest survey of active K–12 art teachers 

in the United States. Almost 1,000 art teachers from all 50 states 

completed the survey, providing a rare and eye-opening glimpse 

into the current state of teaching K–12 art in the 21st century.
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What grades do you currently teach?
Question allowed for multiple selections.

Pre-K 11%

4th 45%

Kindergarten 41%

5th 45%

1st 44%

6th 36%

2nd 44%

7th 34%

9th 34%

3rd 45%

8th 34%

10th 34%

11th 34%

12th 34%

Higher Ed 3%

4

What best describes the status of your 
current teaching position?

Full-time
88%

Other
1%

Part-time.

Retired

9%

1%

6

2

Which of the following best describes 
your school location?

Urban
25%

Other
4%

Suburban
45%

Rural
26%

1

In what state or U.S. territory do you currently teach?

0% 3% 4%1% 5%2% 6%+

Other 6%

Montessori 0%

Online 1%

Private 6%

Which of the following best describes your school type?

Traditional Public 75%

Religious 2%

Charter 5%

Parochial 2%

Magnet 2%

Waldorf 0%

Language Immersion 1%

Reggio Emilia 0%

3

Which of the following best describes your
teaching model for this school year?

1%

88%

1%

Traditional in-person  
(full day, every day)

Traditional in-person  
(staggered schedules)

Traditional in-person  
(cohort/cluster model)

Online learning
(synchronous live instruction)

Online learning
(asynchronous recorded instruction)

Online learning
(combination of synchronous & asynchronous)

Hybrid
(teaching remotely and in-person)

Blended/Flipped hybrid
(teaching in-person instruction with asynchronous 

exercises to be learned outside the classroom)

6%

0%

3%

0%

1%

Note: The results do not reflect any mid-year adjustments due to COVID.
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What is your average class size?

30 or more 12%

27-29 11%

24-26 23%

21-23 26%

20 or less 28%

8

What is your annual supply budget?

Average Annual Supply Budget

$1,984

11

How many art teachers work in your building?

More 
than 4 5%

4 4%

3 8%

2 21%

Just me 62%

12

On average, how much prep time 
do you have each day?

Less than 
30 minutes
13%

More than
45 minutes
49%

30–45 minutes
39%

10

On average, how long are your class periods?

9

41–50 
minutes
45%

30–40 
minutes
17%

51–60 
minutes
20%

More than 
60 mins

17%

Less than 
30 minutes
1%

How many total students do you teach
each school year?

Average Number 
of Students

346
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On a scale of 1–10, how much choice do you provide 
students in your classroom when it comes to 
choosing art materials and subject matter?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

5/10

18

How many art teachers work in your district?

Average Number
of Art Teachers

25

13

What best describes your teaching classroom 
experience this year?

15

I have my own 
classroom.
80%

Other
6%

I teach in a 
classroom and do 
“art on a cart.”
3%

I share a 
classroom(s).
8%

I am “art on a 
cart.”
3%

How often do you collaborate on arts integration 
lessons or units with classroom teachers?

16

1–3 times per year
47%

Never
39%

4–10 times  
per year

10+ times  
per year

3%

3%

How do you fundraise to help supplement your budget?
Question allowed for multiple selections.

14

15%I do not fundraise because it’s not allowed in my school/district.

I do not fundraise because I don’t have time 
or am able to get by without doing it.

I do not fundraise yet, but plan to in the future.

38%

Grants 14%

Art Keepsakes 
 (Artsonia, Square 1, Art to Remember, etc.)

Crowdfunding 
 (DonorsChoose, GoFundMe, etc.)

Art Shows
 (Artome or other)

18%

4%

10%

School PTA fundraising programs 6%

Selling student artwork at a school event 4%

Other 14%

School auction or silent auction 3%

13%

What standards do you follow?

State art standards

School or district standards 
or benchmarks

National Core Arts Standards

Other

Question allowed for multiple selections.

17

74%

23% 8%

53%

55.60%
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What curriculum resources do you 
reference in your art room?

Individual teacher’s 
blogs/websites

77%

Other online curriculum 
subscriptions

32%

Social media platforms

66%

Monthly magazine subscriptions

57%

Online marketplaces

32%

Textbooks

PRO Learning

FLEX Curriculum

23%

19%

Resources I created on my own

Other

22%

18%

8%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

24

Fibers 47%

47%Sculpture

Painting 22%

Drawing

Other

17%

4%

Digital 54%

Which mediums would you like to learn 
more about in the upcoming year?

Collage/assemblage 25%

Ceramics 37%

Photography 34%

Printmaking 40%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

20

Techniques and processes 71%

TAB/Choice

56%

What curricular topics are of utmost 
importance for your teaching?

Literacy

16%

Social-emotional learning 

43%

Social justice

27%

Technology

14%

Cultural competency

26%

Elements and principles of art

26%

Cross-curricular connections

13%

Other 5%

Art history/Contemporary art

54%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

21

How much say do you have in 
the development of your curriculum?

23

I have total control 
over what I teach.
70%

Other
1%

I follow a 
pre-determined 
curriculum.
1%

I have to follow a 
general framework 
but have some 
freedom in lesson 
planning.
28%

Social-emotional learning 55%

STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, & Math)

46%

What topics do you want to learn more about 
(or is your district focusing on) in the upcoming year?

21st-century learner attributes

33%

Student-centered learning

41%

38%

Whole child instruction

28%

Design thinking

34%

Growth mindset

33%

PBL 
(Project-Based Learning)

22%

Other 3%

Cultural responsiveness

45%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

22

Equity in education

Which mediums are you most comfortable teaching?

Drawing 90%

Collage/assemblage 75%

Painting 87%

Fibers 37%

Ceramics 54%

Photography 25%

Sculpture 51%

Digital

Other

25%

5%

Printmaking 65%

Question allowed for multiple selections.
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What kind of assessments do you use?

Rubrics 82%

Tests/Quizzes

39%

Self-reflections 77%

Peer critiques 48%

Exit tickets

32%

Review games 26%

Other 7%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

27

How many years have you 
been teaching/did you teach?

This is my 
first year 
teaching.

1 -5
years

6-10
years

11-15
years

16-20
years

More 
than 

20 years

4% 16% 21% 18% 15% 26%

28

What is your undergraduate degree?

Other

Teaching
Certificate

2%

1%

BA
42%

BS
25%

BFA
30%

29

Do you have an advanced degree?

Yes - MA, MS, MEd, 
MFA, or Other

51%

No
47%

Yes - 
Doctorate
1%

30

What types of grades do you give?
Question allowed for multiple selections.

26

Traditional letter  
(or number) grades

Standards-based 
grades

Participation grades

Competency-based 
grades

Pass/Fail

Other

No grades

63%

14%

30%

29%

7%

5%

6%

What types of technology do you use 
with your students?

Question allowed for multiple selections.

Chromebooks 56%

Document cameras 45%

3D printers 6%

Digital whiteboard 32%

Digital cameras

20%

Augmented reality 1%

Desktop computers

18%

Laptops

13%

Other 9%

None 7%

iPads/tablets 33%

25
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Please rate the statement below:

When I do receive professional learning from 
my district, it is personalized and relevant.

Disagree

31%

Neutral

29%

Strongly 
disagree

16%

Agree

19%

Strongly 
agree

4%

32

Please rate the statement below:

My district provides me with the professional  
learning resources I need to do my job.

33

Strongly
agree

Strongly
disagree
11%

6%

Neutral
32%

Disagree
24%

Agree
27%

Please rate the statement below:

Having classroom-ready resources available on-demand 
would allow me to be a better teacher.

Disagree

5%

Neutral

16%

Strongly 
disagree

1%

Agree

44%

Strongly 
agree

34%

34

In what area do you feel there is the least amount of 
support from your district for the art program?

Question allowed for multiple selections.

36

Curriculum development

Art education: relevant, 
professional development

Behavior management

Funding for materials

Other

61%

26%

30%

27%

10%

What are your biggest struggles as an art teacher?
Question allowed for multiple selections.

35

Behavior management 49%

41%Lack of respect for the art program

Technology 18%

Caregiver communication

Other

12%

8%

Lack of time 61%

Curriculum planning 27%

Lack of funding/budget 30%

Supply management 28%

Grading/Assessment 33%

How would you currently rate your professional 
development provided by your district?

Excellent 6%

4%

Satisfactory 34%

Needs Improvement 50%

My district does not 
offer PD opportunities.

6%Other

31
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What is your biggest joy as an art teacher?

Watching students grow 
in their creative ability

Building relationships and 
connecting with students

Sharing my passion 
and love for art

Introducing new materials 
and techniques to students

Helping students 
reach their potential

74%

57%

73%

51%

Other 3%

53%

Question allowed for multiple selections.

41

Please rate the statement below:

I feel supported by my administration.

Disagree

9%

Neutral

22%

Strongly 
disagree

5%

Agree

43%

Strongly 
agree

21%

38

Please rate the statement below:

I feel supported by my building colleagues.

39

Disagree

Strongly
disagree
1%

Strongly
agree
22%

7%

Agree
47%

Neutral
23%

Please rate the statement below:

I feel supported by parents and the community.

40

Strongly
disagree
3%

Strongly
agree
12%

Disagree
9%

Agree
42%

Neutral
35%

How often, if ever, do you experience “teacher burn-out” 
(being overwhelmed by the amount of work and 

responsibilities that are expected)?

At least once a week

Daily

Three to four times a year

Once or twice a year

Hardly at all

Never

22%

11%

22%

33%

1%

Other 5%

5%

37
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1.  We are back to normal! (But are we really?)

This school year brought high hopes that things 

would be “back to normal.” While the majority of 

us (88%, to be exact) are back in our classrooms 

with traditional, in-person learning, we all know 

that things are still far from normal! 

3.  We love having the freedom to come up with our own 

lessons and resources, but we need more time!

Creativity is our expertise, and many of us enjoy tapping 

into it when ideating engaging lessons and composing 

helpful resources. The vast majority of us are fortunate 

enough to have say and control in what we teach. 

Approximately three out of four art teachers make their 

own curriculum resources. Despite the freedom, we still do 

our due diligence and ensure our lessons align with NCAS, 

state standards, or district/school mandated standards.

2.  We work well with others and are team players.

We teach our students that collaboration fosters 

key skills, such as communication, respect, and  

time management, just to name a few. Our  

students are fortunate to learn from amazing art 

teachers who set the example! 61% of art teachers 

who responded to our survey are doing cross-

curricular work with colleagues. Not only does it 

grow us, but it benefits our students too.

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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6.  We are getting burned out faster than usual.

There are so many extra responsibilities on teachers’ 

shoulders this year. Excessive absences for students and 

teachers mean more prep work, slower pacing, and a ton 

more coverage and duty assignments. This often leaves 

very little time left for us to do our job in the first place! 

The stats corroborate this. Over half of the art teachers 

said they now face burnout at least once a week, 

compared to the 29% of teachers last year.

5.  We are struggling with behavior management 

across the board.

Coming out of isolation and quarantines, this year 

has been a rough one for classroom management! 

Half of the art teachers who responded reported that 

behavior management is a challenge. And no wonder—

solid classroom management is based on a strong 

rapport with students. What do we expect when 

students have not been in a physical classroom with 

their teacher (or each other) for the past two years?

4.  We need more administrative support,  

including relevant professional development.

When was your last school or district PD that was 

helpful to you as an art teacher? If you are stumped 

for an answer, you are not alone! Half of the art 

teachers who responded think their PD could use a 

little improvement with a dose of art ed relevancy. This feedback 

goes hand-in-hand with the 41% of us who feel a lack of respect as art 

educators. If you think you are not being shown the same respect as general 

classroom teachers or other core content areas, it is time to advocate for the 

arts, your jobs, and your programs! When we show the administration how 

valuable our program is, we can better champion our specific PD needs.

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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9.  Our focus is still going strong with SEL.

On par with last year, more than half of responding art 

teachers are continuing to focus on social-emotional 

learning. For the 48% who would like to take PD in 

SEL, we have a course, Social-Emotional Learning in 

the Visual Arts, a limited series podcast, The Art of 

SEL, and a PRO Pack, Social-Emotional Learning.

8.  We are still experts at two-dimensional art.

When it comes to drawing and painting, 90% of us 

are hands-down confident and comfortable. While 

it is common to have a favorite medium or medium 

of expertise, as art teachers, we want to strive to be 

proficient in as many mediums and techniques as 

possible. In doing so, we can be better equipped to 

introduce them to our students!

7.  We continue to stretch our budgets in the most innovative ways!

Even though the data showed an increase (from roughly  

$1,800 to $1,900) in our budgets this year, we all know  

that, when spread across our average of 346 students,  

it comes to less than $6 per student. That’s nothing!  

Art teachers have stepped up to the challenge of  

stretching funds and materials in the most  

unconventional ways with entire lessons made  

from cardboard, old electronics, clever supply  

hacks, and donations from the community.

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
https://theartofeducation.edu/sel/
https://theartofeducation.edu/sel/
https://theartofeducation.edu/products/course/sel-visual-arts/
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https://theartofeducation.edu/podcasts/social-and-emotional-learning-and-the-role-of-art-ep-1/
https://theartofeducation.edu/podcasts/social-and-emotional-learning-and-the-role-of-art-ep-1/
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https://theartofeducation.edu/2021/12/03/dec-an-art-teachers-love-letter-to-cardboard-12-uses-for-cardboard/
https://theartofeducation.edu/2021/07/05/july-how-to-embrace-limitations-to-tap-into-creativity-with-your-students/
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https://theartofeducation.edu/2021/08/20/aug-6-ways-to-involve-your-community-with-art-room-donations/
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10.  Our biggest joy continues to be watching students grow creatively.

Despite all the struggles and lack of respect for our profession, our artists keep us going. There 

is nothing better than watching that spark ignite in our students as they discover something new, 

push their thinking outside the box, or take on leadership roles.

http://www.theartofeducation.edu
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